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Frequently Asked Questions
Missouri Foundation for Health, Human Papillomavirus
& Gardasil®
Why did Missouri Foundation for Health (MFH) fund this vaccine purchase in Missouri? 

MFH believes strongly in preventative health care programs and treatments, and the HPV vaccine prevents a condition that leads to cancer.  MFH’s funding decision helps to ensure that 30,000 girls and women in need in Missouri will receive the vaccine and are protected against cervical cancer due to HPV infection.
Will MFH continue to fund purchase of the vaccine in future years?

As it does with all other programs, MFH will review this issue to determine if subsequent grants should be made in future years.

How is HPV related to cervical cancer?

Some types of HPV infect a woman’s cervix and cause the cells to change.  Most of the time, HPV goes away on its own.  When HPV is gone, the cells in the cervix return to normal.  But when HPV does not go away, it continues to change the cells, which if left untreated can lead to cancer over time.
At what age should the HPV vaccine be given?
The vaccine is recommended for girls and women ages 9-26.  The vaccine is most effective when given to girls and women who have not yet acquired any of the four HPV types covered by the vaccine. 

Why not vaccinate babies against HPV?

It is unclear how long the vaccination protects girls and women, but by targeting females ages 9-26, the vaccine should remain more effective during a woman’s sexually active years.  Also, infants already have a full series of accepted vaccinations that they receive.  A secondary vaccination period – usually around age 11 or 12 – is already used to provide the hepatitis, meningococcal and whooping cough vaccines.  Adding the HPV vaccine for girls at this age is logical, given that it generally precedes the female’s sexually active years.

How is the vaccine given?

It is an intra-muscular injection given in three doses over a six-month period.

How will the vaccine be distributed?

The vaccine is being distributed at 122 health care delivery points in the MFH region.

How much does the vaccine cost?  Is it covered by insurance?

The retail price is $120 per dose, or $360 for the three-dose series.  Some insurance companies may cover the cost.  Some girls and young women may qualify for the Vaccines for Children (VFC) program as well.  Those without insurance and who don’t qualify for VFC are covered by the MFH grant.
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Frequently Asked Questions

Add One

How do I know if my daughter is eligible to receive this free vaccine?

If you are uninsured or underinsured, check with a local health clinic to see if you are eligible for Missouri’s free Vaccines for Children program.  Your health clinic can also let you know if you are eligible to receive the vaccination through funding provided by MFH.
If I miss my scheduled appointment for the second or third shot, do I have to start the series over again?

You can just pick up where you left off.  It is not necessary to begin again.

What are the side effects of receiving the vaccine?

Studies have shown Gardasil has no serious side effects.  The most common side effect is soreness at the injection site.

Do vaccinated women still need cervical cancer screenings?

Yes.  Women should continue to receive screenings because there are 30 types of HPV that can lead to cervical cancer; the vaccine only protects a woman against only four of those viruses.  Women also should be screened regularly in case they acquired one of the four HPV types prior to receiving the vaccine.
Does the vaccine protect against other sexually transmitted diseases?

The vaccine does NOT protect a person from other forms of sexually transmitted diseases.

Why aren’t women in the Kansas City area eligible to receive this vaccine?

MFH grants can only be made to nonprofit organizations located within the MFH service region, which includes 84 Missouri counties and the City of St. Louis.  That region does not include central western and northwest Missouri.  So the vaccine purchased by the MFH grant can only be distributed within the MFH region.
My nine-year-old daughter is too young to talk with about sex.  Doesn’t this early vaccination send a message that it’s okay to be sexually active at a young age?

Like all vaccinations, this is designed to prevent disease, just as babies are routinely vaccinated before they are exposed to chicken pox, measles and other childhood diseases, and before they are capable of understanding the reasons for the vaccination.  Since the HPV vaccine helps prevent cervical cancer, it is most effective when given before a female becomes sexually active.  A parent’s decision to discuss sex with their child is a separate issue from providing disease prevention, and such a discussion should happen when the parent feels it is most appropriate. 
Is it safe for pregnant women to receive the vaccine?

The vaccine is not recommended for pregnant women.  More research is needed to ensure the vaccine is safe for pregnant women and their babies.

Can males be vaccinated against HPV?

That is not yet known.  Studies are being done to find out if the vaccine works to prevent HPV infection and disease in males.


Some information for these FAQs came from materials published by the National Cancer Institute, the FDA Office of Women’s Health and the Center for Disease Control.
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